Intus Trepldar@C‘NEl\h Vi

ing qua °3

preview
webshop.donemus.nl

Willem Jeths



m#"’al !

Commissioned by Mrs Ralph I. Dorfman
Written for and dedicated to the Kronos Quartet

preview
webshop.donemus.

Copyright © 2003 by Donemus, Amsterdam
Printed in The Netherlands

All rights reserved

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form by any electronic or
mechanical means (including photocopying, recording or information storage
and retrieval) without permission in writing from the publisher:

Stichting Donemus, Funenpark 1, 1018 AK Amsterdam.

Internet: www.donemus.nl




oc*'El\*-us

preview
webshop.donemus.nl

Duration: c. 22'



InTus TREPIDARE (Latin for to tremble from within), is the third string quartet of the Dutch
composer Willem Jeths. It is a dramatic piece. ‘Hysterical music, if we are to believe the com-
poser’s thumbnail description. Were it possible to transform the sound of this composition
into electricity, it would probably supply enough energy for an entire apartment complex.
Just during the short span of time bridged by the first nine measures, the dynamics sweep
between a triple fortissimo and a quadruple pianissimo, the tessitura range covers the lowest
registers of the cello to beyond the edge of the violin's fingerboard and the nervous Trepidare
rhythm makes its entrance.

Against these expansive fields of dynamics and pitch rests the contrast of a strictly limited
amount of tonal material: the minor second and a trill, functioning as a boundary area between
a single tone and an interval, slowly and carefully resolve into an octave and a minor third.
This is Jeths' philosophy: to create as much musical expression as possible from the confines
of highly focused and almost minimalist tonal source material. Melodies are the exception
here, but constellations of color abound. With the extension of the traditional quartet sound
through the use of scordatura, micro intervals and abrupt scratching sounds, a personal and
singular sound world comes into existence.

During the compositional process Jeths relies heavily on his intuition. In preparation to the
setting down of the first note, he only sketches out the general contours in advance, in order
to preserve a large amount of freedom. Since the material is limited and must be consciously
and economically dealt with, all the sound colors, rhythms and moods grow into tight, po-
werful forms.

The gnlzmelodicmotifea joyful and, trinmphant yell in the heart of InTus TrREPIDARE is based
on3: easu »s om/ lban' er; sLy isc e iite, a »ie e v I ch/ eths has also used as an inspi-
ratiol 1l sot ce n hi. first string gf arte er itled Arce e Tiis use of a confessional fragment
from| el hiscory wart consc.cus dedisionrzic the'vame (me, the fragment serves as an
enlar_>ment of the ‘Intus Trepidare’ motif.

In the second part, ‘Subito calmare intimo’, the minor second again takes on a central role,
this ma.in the farm of a sighsa.S ufzer=Slowlwandicontinmanusly fethainsmases;the teasion
inf L the | nt s Tre, idare’ 1 otif 1, tur 1sin . 1€ stati ex Jlosio . E om {1at v ry| aom: 1t "l
he =nerg , a of t] :electr al b rg is dif ver ed fr m| he piece. n tk : ren 1in 1g vi uum
of th&Wern tiine culo reddiies for &iew existerce in wiiuost ‘unplayable higriCgisters;
whilst the vic inist tunes the g string of his instrument downwards into searching darkness.
With the sounding of a final pizzicato, the last remnants of energy are expelled into the air.
The piece subsumes into silence, into the emptiness of a space lacking all vibration.

Béla Luttmer
(translation: Theodore Diehl)
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*) approximate trill Dl’ (trill on G string).
**) Fingernail pizzicato; pluck string very near the placed finger on the fingerboard.
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