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INTUS TREPIDARE (Latin for to tremble from within), is the third string quartet of the Dutch 
composer Willem Jeths. It is a dramatic piece. ‘Hysterical music’, if we are to believe the com-
poser’s thumbnail description. Were it possible to transform the sound of this composition 
into electricity, it would probably supply enough energy for an entire apartment complex. 
Just during the short span of time bridged by the fi rst nine measures, the dynamics sweep 
between a triple fortissimo and a quadruple pianissimo, the tessitura range covers the lowest 
registers of the cello to beyond the edge of the violin’s fi ngerboard and the nervous Trepidare 
rhythm makes its entrance. 
Against these expansive fi elds of dynamics and pitch rests the contrast of a strictly limited 
amount of tonal material: the minor second and a trill, functioning as a boundary area between 
a single tone and an interval, slowly and carefully resolve into an octave and a minor third. 
This is Jeths’ philosophy: to create as much musical expression as possible from the confi nes 
of highly focused and almost minimalist tonal source material. Melodies are the exception 
here, but constellations of color abound. With the extension of the traditional quartet sound 
through the use of scordatura, micro intervals and abrupt scratching sounds, a personal and 
singular sound world comes into existence.
During the compositional process Jeths relies heavily on his intuition. In preparation to the 
setting down of the fi rst note, he only sketches out the general contours in advance, in order 
to preserve a large amount of freedom. Since the material is limited and must be consciously 
and economically dealt with, all the sound colors, rhythms and moods grow into tight, po-
werful forms.
The only melodic motif, a joyful and triumphant yell in the heart of INTUS TREPIDARE is based 
on 3 measures from Alban Berg’s Lyrische Suite, a piece which Jeths has also used as an inspi-
rational source in his fi rst string quartet entitled Arcate. This use of a confessional fragment 
from music history was a conscious decision. At the same time, the fragment serves as an 
enlargement of the ‘Intus Trepidare’ motif.
In the second part, ‘Subito calmo e intimo’, the minor second again takes on a central role, 
this time in the form of a sigh, a Seufzer. Slowly and continuously Jeths increases the tension 
until the ‘Intus Trepidare’ motif returns in an ecstatic explosion. From that very moment all 
the energy, all of the electrical charge is dispersed from the piece. In the remaining vacuum 
of the aftermath, the cello reaches for a new existence in almost unplayable high registers, 
whilst the violinist tunes the g string of his instrument downwards into searching darkness. 
With the sounding of a fi nal pizzicato, the last remnants of energy are expelled into the air. 
The piece subsumes into silence, into the emptiness of a space lacking all vibration.

Bela Luttmer
(translation: Theodore Diehl)
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Intus Trepidare
   String Quartet no. 3

Willem Jeths

*) approximate trill Db (trill on G string).
**) Fingernail pizzicato; pluck string very near the placed finger on the fingerboard.
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gliss.

gliss.

˙̇ &

˙̇

sÏ
loco

Jœ̆ ‰ Œ ‰ .
ƒ

s.s. acuto

Rœœ̊

Í
morendo

..˙̇

Í morendo

..˙̇

Í
morendo

..˙̇

sub.

˙˙
π ‰ S

pizz.

JÖ>

Jœœ ‰
P
˙̇

J
œœ ‰

P
˙̊B

Jœœ ‰ P
˙̇#˚

(via sord.)

(via sord.)

(via sord.)

P

arco
sul AŒ ‰

F
pizz.jœ+ ‰ .pizz.rœ+.˙̊

π
rœœ ‰ . Ó

πRœ ‰ . Ó

πRœœ ‰ . Ó

Œ Sp
arco

open string.˙nŒ sul AœK gliss.˙

p
s.s.ww-

p
s.s. ww-

p

s.s.w# -

F
œ Œ

Œ̇ ‰
o

pizz.
P

jœ+

˙̇

˙˙
˙

gliss.
gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

           gliss.

&

&

B

?

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

44

44

44

44

83

83

83

83

rit.

,

,

,

,

72 Œ ‰pizz.

o
jœ+ ‰pizz.

o
jœ+ ‰ .pizz.

f
o

rœ+w

morendo

ww

morendo

ww

morendo

w
&

Slowly
Intimo

arco sul A

sub. p
œ œ

P
œ

p
œ Uœow

π.-̇ π
U

œ-

π
..˙̇# -

π
Uœ-

π
.-̇

π
Uœn -

Fp

p.a p.
s.p.æ̇

S

s.p.jœ
fl ‰æ̇ Jœ̆ ‰

˙ S
pizz.
s.p.

JÉ ‰

˙
S

pizz.
s.p.

JÉ ‰

˙ S
pizz.
s.p.

JÉ ‰?

Meno mosso  q=52
poco a poco accelerando e agitato molto

π
ord.œ̊ 3œ œ œœ

3

œ œ- œ-

π
ord.
arcoœœ

3œœ œœ- œœ-

π

ord.
arcoœœ̊

3

œœ œœ- œœ-

π

ord.
arcoœ̊

3

œ œ- œ-

3œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

œ- œ̊ œ œ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

3œœ- œœ- œœ- œœ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

3

œœ- œœ- œœ- œœ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

3

œ- œ- œ- œ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

      gliss.      gliss.

gliss. gliss.

&

&

B

?

83

83

83

83

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

43

43

43

43

√

p.                    a.    p.             s.   p.

p.                    a.    p.             s.   p.

p.                    a.    p.             s.   p.

p.                    a.    p.             s.   p.

qk=q (qk=52)
77 .œ œ œ.œ> œ. œ-

..œœ œœ. œœ-

..œœ̊ œœ. œœ-

.œ̊ œ. œ-

œ .œ œœ˘ .œ- œ-

œœfl ..œœ- œœ-

œœ̆ ..œœ- œœ-

œ̆ .œ- œ-

poco rit.jœ
molto

œ œ œ
Î

œ ,
Jœ˚ œ œ̆ œ̆ œ̆

jœœ
molto

œœ œœfl œœflÎ
œœfl

,

Jœœ̊
molto

œœ œœ̆ œœ̆
Î

œœ̆ ,

Jœ̊
molto

œ œ̆ œ̆
Î

œ̆ ,

Meno mosso q=qk (q=52)
poco a poco allargando

ord.

ord.

ord.

ord.

πsub.

subito introverso e delicato

Ȯ- Oœ-
subito introverso e delicato

sub.π
Ȯ- Oœ-

subito introverso e delicato

sub.π
-̇ œ-

subito introverso e delicato

sub.π
˙̇- œœ-

Ȯ-
œo-

Ȯ- Oœ-
-̇

Oœ-

˙̇- œœ-

P
œ̊

Sp
con vibr.

˙̊

..Ȯ
s.p.
(senza vibr.)

sub.Sp
.˙̊

..˙̇

œ ®
ƒ

molto

.œ̊
vibr. molto

˙

F
..Ȯ

œ
molto

˙

F
..˙̇

SÏ

scratch

Jœ̂ ‰ Œ

p
rOœ ‰ . Œ

SÏ
scratch

Jœ̂ ‰ Œ &

p
rœœ ‰ . Œ &
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&

&

&

&

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

43

43

43

43

A tempo  q=52

85

dolce ma strano

πsub.

loco
ord.
(sul A / E).œ jœ œ.œ-

J
œ- œ-

dolce ma strano

πsub.

.œ- Jœ
- œ-

dolce ma strano

πsub.

ord.

.œ- Jœ- œ-

dolce ma strano

πsub.

..œœ
- jœœ- œœ-

œ .œ

F

jœœ- .œ̊
J
œ

p
.˙

p
.˙

p
..˙̇

3

œ

f

˙œ ˙̊

˙

˙

˙̇

ƒ molto

vibr. molto.˙ .˙̊

˙ œ
∏

œ ≈

˙ œ
∏

œ ≈ B

˙̇ œœ∏
œœ ≈

SÏ

scratchjœ̂
Usub. maestoso

‰ U‰ . U≈J
œ

‰ ‰ . ≈

‰
Usub. maestoso

s.p.

ƒsub.

jÖÑ
UŒ

‰ U
sub. maestoso

‰
U

ƒsub.

s.p. ..J
áã̊ U≈

‰ Usub. maestoso

‰ U‰ .
U

ƒsub.

s.p.
rÖÑ ?

Cercando q=52
ord.

ord.

ord.

ord.

whispering

πsub.

very subtle

3

-̇ œ-˙ œ
whispering

πsub.

very subtle

3

-̇ œ-˙ œ
whispering

πsub.

very subtle
3

-̇ œ-
whispering

πsub.

very subtle
3

-̇ œ-

poco cresc.
3

œ- -̇œ ˙

poco cresc.
3

œ- -̇œ ˙

poco cresc.

3

œ- -̇

poco cresc.

3

œ- -̇

&

&

B

?

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

92

P 3

œ
p

-̇ œœ ˙ Rœ ‰ .

P3

œ- ̇
p
œœ

3

œ- Ṗ πœ

P
3

œ- ̇ pœ

Calmo e calmando

P
3Œ

pizz.

o

quasi S
e chiaro

p.a p. cresc. ( ma non troppo)

Ü
+ Œœ Ó

P p.a p. cresc. ( ma non troppo)

˙˙

P p.a p. cresc. ( ma non troppo)
-̇

P p.a p. cresc. ( ma non troppo)

˙

sul A
arco

3Œ
o

pizz.

sim. ma p.a p. cresc.

Ü
+ Œ˙

˙̇b -
˙̇b -
˙# -

(arco)

3Œ
o

pizz.

Ü
+ Œ˙

˙̇-
˙̇-
-̇

(arco)

3Œ
o

pizz.

Ü
+ Œ˙

˙̇bb -
˙̇b -
-̇

(arco)

3Œ
o

pizz.

Ü
+ Œ˙

˙̇-
˙̇n -

˙# -

(arco)

3Œ
o

pizz.

Ü
+ Œ˙

˙̇-
-̇

-̇

allargando molto

(arco)

3Œ
pizz.

(arco)œ
+

3

œ œ

3œ- œ- œ-

3

œ- œ- œ-

3

œ œ- œ-

gliss.

gliss.

gliss.

&

&

B

?

43

43

43

43

42

42

42

42

Subito più mosso q=60
Isterico

100

arco

SÍ

3

˙
S

jœ ‰>̇ Jœ̆ ‰

sub.Sf
Jœ© ®

f

quasi chitarrapizz.

œœgg œœgg œœgg
rKœœgg ≈ . ®

sim.

œœgg œœgg œœgg

sub. ƒ
œ̊

π
RÔœ ®quasi chitarra

f
pizz.œœggg œœg RÔœœg ≈ .

sub. ƒ
œ̊

π
Jœ ≈

quasi chitarra

f

pizz. œœg œœg

Sp

3

˙̇
> S

jœ
œ

˘
‰

f
œ>

SÍ
œ
>

Rœ> ≈ Jœ

rœœgg ‰ . œœgg œœgg œœgg ‰ ® œœgg œœgg œœgg
œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg ≈ ‰ ® œœg œœg œœg Rœœg ‰ .
œœg ‰ œœg Rœœg ‰ . ® œœg œœg œœg œœg ≈

gliss.
gliss. gliss.
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&

&

B

?

42

42

42

42

43

43

43

43

102

3

œ
S
œ̊ ‰

f
jœ̊œ œ ‰ Jœ

œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg ≈ œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg ≈

‰ œœg œœg œœg œœg Rœœg ‰ .

® œœg œœg œœg œœg ≈ ‰ œœg œœg œœg œœg

poco a poco accelerando

œ
Sf
œ̆ ‰

f
œ̆ œ̆

3

œ̊ œ̊ œ̊œ œ ‰ œ œ
3

œ œ œ

≈ . rKœœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg ® œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg ≈

œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg ≈ ≈ . RÔœœg œœg œœg œœg œœg Rœœg ‰ .
œœg ‰ œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg ® œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg ≈

&

&

B

?

83

83

83

83

strepitoso
(p.a p. accel.)

104 pizz.

3

œ arcoœ pizz.œ arco

3

œ pizz.œ arcoœ pizz.

3

œ arcoœ
molto

pizz.œ

® œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg ≈ ® œœgg œœgg œœgg œœgg ≈ ® œœgg œœgg œœgg ƒ
œœgg ≈

‰ ® œœg œœg œœg œœg ≈ . œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg
ƒ

œœg ≈ &

œœg ‰ œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg ‰ ® œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg œœg
molto

œœg

A tempo qk=q (qk=60)
dim. p.a p.

ƒ

con fuoco
arco ..œœ̊ œœ

˘ œœ-

(pizz.)

f J
œœœbgg Œ

(pizz.)

f J
œœœbgg ≈arco

f
œ̆ œ-B

ƒ
Jœœg

ƒ
(pizz.)
vibratoÑ>

pizz.

f J
œœœbbgg Œ

arco

f
..œœ̊ œœ
˘ œœ-

pizz.

f J
œœœbbgg
>
≈arco

f
œfl œ-

arco

f
Jœ# pizz.

ƒœ#

f

arco ..œœ̊ œœ
˘ œœ-

pizz.

f
jœœœ#b >gg Œ

f
pizz.

J
œœbbgg
> ≈ arco

f
œflœ-

f
arcojœ

ƒ
pizz.

.œ# œ#

&

&

B

?

43

43

43

43

82

82

82

82

42

42

42

42

gliss.

gliss.

gl
iss

.

gliss
.

(dim.)

108 ..œœ œœ## .
œœnn>

œœ##

¶

arco jœœfl P
Ö©

pizz.jœœœ
#gg ≈ arcorœ# œn œ#

œ .œ# arcojœ

qk=q (q=60)

jœ œ
ƒ

sub.

œ œ
Sf

œ̊ œ ≈
Sf

œ̊

arco

fsub.

œ pizz.œ arcoœ pizz.œ arcoœ pizz.œ

fsub.

œ œ œ œ œ ≈
Sfœ

fsub.

œ> œ œ œ# œ ≈Sf
œ

poco rit.

œ œ œ̆ œ̆
molto

œ̆

arcoœ œ œ̆ œ̆
molto

œ̆

œ œ œfl œfl
molto

œfl

œ œ œ#fl
œfl

molto

œfl

A tempo poco a poco stringendo

Sf

œ>
œ ƒœ ®

Pœ. œ. œ.

Sf
œ
> œ

ƒ
œ ®

P
œ. œ. œ.

Sfœ>
œ

ƒ
œ ®

P
œ. œ. œ.

Sf
œ>

œ
ƒ

œ ®
P

œ. œ. œ.

S
Jœ̊ ®

Pœ. œ. œ. SJ
œœ̊ ®

Pœ. œ. œ.

SJ
œœb˚ ®

P
œ. œ. œ. SJœ̊ ®

P
œ. œ. œ.

S
Jœœb˚ ®

P
œ. œ. œ.

S
jœœ ®

P
œ. œ. œ.

SJœœ#˚ ®
P

œ. œ. œ.
SJ

œœ̊ ®
P

œ. œ. œ.

    
  

glis
s.

-  7  -Willem Jeths: Intus Trepidare

preview
webshop.donemus.nl



&

&

B

?

83

83

83

83

42

42

42

42

(p.a p. string.)

113

S
Jœœbb ˚ ® œ. œ. œ. S

Jœ̊ ® œ. œ. œ.

SJœœb˚ ® œ. œ. œ. S
Jœœ̊ ® œ. œ. œ.

S
jœœb ® œ. œ. œ.

SJœœ#˚ ® œn . œ. œ.

SJœœb˚ ® œ. œ. œ.
SJœœ̊ ® œ. œ. œ.

S
Jœ̊ ® œ. œ. œ. S

Jœ̊

S
Jœœ̊ ® œ. œ. œ. S

J
œœ̊

S
J
œœ̊ ® œ. œ. œ.

S
Jœb˚ &

SJœœb˚ ® œ. œ. œ.
SJœœ̊

qk=q (qk=60)

ƒ
..œœ̊ œœ

˘ œœ-

ƒ

pizz.

J
œœœb
˚gg Œ

ƒ

pizz.

J
œœœbgg ≈arco

f
œ̆ œ-B

Jœœ ƒ
pizz.
vibr.œ

pizz.

f J
œœœbbgg Œ

arco

f
..œœ̊ œœ

˘ œœ-

pizz.

f J
œœœbgg ≈arco

f
œfl œ-

arco

f
Jœ

ƒ
pizz.

œ#

arco ..œœ̊ œœ
˘ œœ-

pizz.

f
jœœœ#bgg Œ

pizz.

f J
œœbbgg ≈arco

f
œfl œ-

arco

f
jœ pizz.

ƒ .œ# œ#

..œœ œœ## .
œœnnfl

œœ##fl
arcojœœ ƒ

œ©

pizz.

ƒ
jœœœ

#gg ≈ arco

f
rœ# . œnfl œ#fl

œ .œ#
f

arcojœ

&

&

B

?

42

42

42

42

169

169

169

169

42

42

42

42

gliss.       gliss.       gliss.

qk=q (q=60)
119

Sf
œœœ ®

P*)

œœ œ œ 6œœ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

Sf

arco

œœ
®

P
*)

gliss.

œœ  œ  œ
6œœ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

Sf
..œœ̊ œ. œ̆ ≈

6

≈ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Sf
.œ̊ œ œ ≈

6

≈ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Sf
œœœœ

®
P*)

œœ œ œ 
6œ  œœ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ

Sf
œœ̊ ®

P
œœ. œœ. œœ.

6

œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

Sf
..œœb˚ œb . œ̆ ≈

6

≈
P

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Sf

..œœ
˚ œ. œœ̆

6

≈
P

œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

Sf
....

œœœœ
œœ. œœœœfl
≈ ®

P*)

œœ œ  œ  œœ# œ  œ œ 3œ œ œ

Sf
..œœ̊ œœ. œœ̆ ≈ ®

P
œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

3

œœ. œœ. œœ.

Sf
.œ̊ œ. .œ> œ. œ̊ ®.

P
œ. œ. œ.

3

œ. œ. œ.
&

Sf
.œ̊ œ. .œ> œ. œ̊ ®.

P
œ. œ. œ.

3

œ. œ. œ.

Sf
œœœœ

®
P

o

sul D

*) gliss.

œœ  œ œœ#
6

 œ  œ  œ  œ  œ  œ

Sf
œ̊ ®

P
o

sul A
*)

gliss.œœ  œ œœ#
6

œœ gliss. œ  œ  œ  œ  œ

Sf
.œ̊

œ.
œœ
˘ ≈

6

≈ œœ.
œœ.

œœ.
œœ.

œœ.

Sf
jœœ ‰ 6≈ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

                   
    gliss.

&

&

&

?

167

167

167

167

169

169

169

169

169

169

169

169

gliss.

gliss.

gliss. gliss.

gliss. gliss.

gliss. gliss.

      gliss.

123

Sf
œœœœ

®
P

œœ. œœ. œœ.
*)
sim.

6

œœ  œ  œ  œ  œ  œ

Sf
œœ̊ ®

P
œœ. œœ. œœ. *)

sim.

6

œœ  œ  œ  œ  œ  œ

Sf

.

.œœ
˚ œ

œ
.

œœ
˘ ≈ 6≈ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

Sf
..œœ
˚ œ. œ̆ ≈

6

≈ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

Sf
œœœ̊ ®

P
*)
sim.œœ  œ œœ# *)œœ  œ  œ  œ

3

 œ  œ  œ

Sf
œœ̊ ®

P
*)
sim.œœ  œ œœ# *)œœ  œ  œ  œ

3

 œ  œ  œ

Sf

.œ̊ œ
œ

.

S
œ> œ

S
œ> œ

P
œœ.

œœ.
œœ.

œœ.
3œœ.

œœ.
œœ.

Sf
.œ̊ œ.

f
œ> œ œ œ#

P
œ. œ. œ. œ.

3

œ. œ. œ.

Sf
....

œœœœ
#


œœœ. œœœ ®
P

*)œœ  œ œœ
*)œœ  œ  œ  œ

3

 œ  œ  œ

Sf
..œœ#˚ œœ. œœ̊ ®

P

*)œœ  œ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
3

œœ œœ œœ

Sf
..œœ

œœ.
œœ ®

P
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

3

œ. œ. œ.B &

Sf
.œ̊ œ. œ̊ ®

P
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

3

œ. œ. œ.
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&

&

&

?

169

169

169

169

42

42

42

42

163

163

163

163

83

83

83

83

      gliss.                   gliss.

      gliss.

          gliss.
126

Sf
œœ#˚ ®

P

*)

o
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qk=q (qk=60)Con fuoco
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Più mosso q=qk (q=66)
come un delirio!
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Isterico molto
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