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THE TELL-TALE HEART by E.A. Poe

True! - dreadfully nervous I had been and am.
But why I should be mad?

It sharpened my senses — above all: my hearing.
I heard all things in heaven, earth and hell.
Impossible to say how the idea entered my brain.

I loved the old man. He never wronged me.
For his gold I had no desire. It was this:

HE HAD THE EYE OF A VULTURE!

A pale blue eye with a film over it.

Whenever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold.
I decided to take the old man’s life.

To rid myself of the eye.

You fancy me mad? Lunatics know nothing!

But you should have seen me how wisely I proceeded.
I was never kinder to the old man than

during the week before I killed him.

Every night, midnight, I gently, gently,

turned the latch of his door.

When the opening was sufficient,

[ put in a dark lantern, all closed, closed, so that no light shone out.

[ thrust in, my head — look, how cunningly! - not disturbing the old man'’s sleep:
It took me an hour to place my head,

so I could see him laying upon his bed.

Would a lunatic have been wise as this?
Cautiously, cautiously, cautiously

I undid the lantern’s shield so much

that just a single ray fell on the vulture eye.
Alas! the eye was closed: no way to

work!

Not the old man vexed me, but his Evil ivefais Evil Sye

Upon the eighth night,

more than usué'ly cautious op/'ning te door, I felt the extent of my powers — of my sagacity.
Ther! was gsol Vit ederivdre g of

myv ec cCleed or t lougiis.

Suddenly he moved on the bed, as if startled.

You may think I drew back — but no!

I knew, through thick darkness he could not see the door opening.

I kept pushing it on,

steadily, steadily.

My head was in the room now,

[ was about to open the lantern,

when my thumb slipped upon the thin fastening.

The old man sprang up, crying out: Who's there?

For a whole hour, I did not move a muscle.

I did not hear him lie down. He sat listening, just as I had done, night after night.
I heard a groan of pain, the low stifled sound arising from the bottom of the soul when overcharged with awe.
His fears had been growing upon him.

He had been trying to comfort himself

with thousend suppositions, all in vain -because Death had stalked

with his black shadow before him.



He felt — although he neither saw or heard — the presence of my head within the room.
I resolved to open a little crevice in the lantern.

I opened it stealthily, stealthily — until a dim ray, like the thread of a spider fell upon the vulture eye.
It was open — wide, wide open.

I grew furious as I gazed upon it.

All a dull blue with a hideous veil over it

that chilled the very marrow in my bones.

What you mistake for my madness is

my overacuteness of the senses!

There came to my ears a low, dull, quick sound.

Such as a watch makes, when enveloped in cotton.

The beating of the old man'’s heart.

It increased my fury - as the beating of a drum stimulates the soldier into courage.
It grew louder, louder, louder.

The old man’s terror must have been extreme!

In the dreadfull silence of the old house

such noise excited me to uncontrollable terror.

I thought the heart must burst. Aaaaah!

I opened the lantern, leaped into the room.

He shrieked only once. I dragged him to the floor.

Pulled the heavy bed over him.

The deed was done!

For many minutes the heart beat on

with muffled sound. At length it ceased.

I removed the bed, examined the corpse.

Yes, he was stone, stone dead.

His eye would trouble me no more.

If you still think me mad, you will think so no longer when I describe the wise precautions.
The night waned, I worked hastily.

I cut off head, arms, legs.

I put up three planks from the flooring.
I deposited all between the scantlings.

I replaced the boards cleverly cunningly.

Next day there was a knocking on the s reet oc .

[ went to open it with a light heart.

What had I now to fear? Three officers ¢ [ the police entered.
A shriek had b{en heard by a [feighbour.

Thev hal Oyen| Iéputed iU heal @il the ricrilise

{ £y le. “Whathhad | to ri&a?

The old man was absent in the country.

I bade them: search well.

I led them to his chamber,

showed them his treasures,

brought chairs for them to sit and rest.

In triumph, I placed my own seat upon the very spot beneath which reposed the corps of the victim.
My manner convinced them.

I was at ease.

Ere long, I felt myself getting pale

My head ached, ringing in my ears.

The men sat, chatting on familiar things.

At lenght I found: the ringing was not in my ears.
The sound increased, what could I do?

A low dull sound - such as

a watch makes, when enveloped in cotton.

I gasped for breath — yet the officers heard it not.

The noise steadily increased.

I foamed, I raved, I swore,

I swung the chair, grated it upon the boards.
The noise grew louder.

Was it possible they heard not?

Almighty God! They knew!

I could bear their hypocrytical smiles no longer!
I felt that I must scream or die.

“Villains!" I admit the deed!

Tear up the planks! Here, here!

It is the beating of his hideous heart!”
Fine

Adaptation: Carel Alphenaar
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) alternate rapidly (trill) on 2 different positions of the same note
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